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“I didn’t know I was a slave until I found out 
I couldn’t do the things I wanted.”

From what Douglass heard Auld say to Sophia, 
he discovered that if he could read, then he could 
learn. He realized that learning could help him 
get his freedom someday. 

10

Auld also said that learning to read would leave 
Douglass unhappy. Auld was right. Learning to 
read left Douglass unhappy with being enslaved! 
So Douglass would hide books in his coat 
whenever Sophia sent him into town. He would 
pay poor white children with bread from the 
Auld’s kitchen to teach him to read.

11

Douglass was not raised by his parents. He did 
not know who his father was. It’s thought that his 
father was a white slave owner. 

He hardly knew his mother because he was 
separated from her as a baby. She died when he was 
around 10 years old. Enslaved people often died 
early from poor treatment and overwork.

6

When Douglass was about 7 years old, he began 
to work as a houseboy. A houseboy worked in the 
big house on a plantation, or big farm. It was a 
cruel place to live, with lots of beatings.

After a while, his owner gave him to a relative 
named Hugh Auld in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Auld’s family wanted Douglass to be the 
personal slave of their son, who was also 7.

7

Frederick Douglass fought for human rights. When he 
learned about any kind of wrong done to any human 
being, he got upset. He was NOT OK with it! The wrong 
that Frederick was most concerned with was slavery, 
but he believed that all people should be free and be 
treated as equals. 

4

Douglass was born into slavery in 1818 in Maryland. 
He chose to celebrate his birthday on February 14th.  
No one knew his real birthday. The only record kept 
for enslaved people was the name of their owner. 
They were treated like things, not people. NOT OK!

early life

States where slavery was not allowed
Maryland

States where slavery was allowed
Non-state territories

The United States in 1846
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Many animals like to eat spider babies. So 
the babies have to be tough, smart, and 
fast to get away from these hungry animals.

Help! I’m 
too young 

to be eaten!

4

He waves his front two legs 
in the air. He lifts the blue 
and green fan on his back.

He jumps up and 
down. He drums on 
the female’s head. 

To the 
left!

Up I go!

BRRRRRRRRR

10

Tough, smart, fast spider babies 
come from tough, smart, fast spider 
parents. The female spider’s job is 
to pick the best male spider. How?

5

Female peacock spiders 
have egg clutches of 
anywhere from 5-15 babies.

He was a great dancer. She 
picks him. They will make 
many babies with lots of color.BRRRRRRRRR

11
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All remaining trash goes to 
a landfill. Food waste goes 
to the landfill in towns and 
cities that don’t turn it into 
compost. Landfill workers 
weigh the trash. This helps 
the city predict when 
the landfill will be full. It 
would be a problem to run 
out of room for our trash.

LANDFILLS

! People in the U.S. throw away 72 billion pounds of food a 
year. That’s almost 40 percent of the country’s food supply.

Frightful Fact

15

In some places, food waste is put in a big tank 
called a digester. The tank has no air. The food 
breaks down just as if it were in your stomach. 
Your banana peel from lunch will go here. Food 
waste becomes compost. Compost can be used as 
dirt or mixed with dirt to grow plants.

COMPOST

In 1900, cities had places 
called piggeries where pigs ate 
trash. Pigs can eat 6-8 pounds 
of food waste a day. They are 
fantastic waste workers.

Fun Fact

14

The landfill workers use tractors to make the 
trash as small as possible. They cover all the new 
trash with a layer of soil or woodchips. That way 
the trash doesn’t smell and can’t blow away. The 
pretzel bag and sandwich wrapper from your 
lunch end up here. More than half of all trash in 
the United States ends up in a landfill. So did half 
of your lunch trash.

MATERIAL
HOW LONG IT TAKES 
TO BREAK DOWN

Apple core 1 month

Wood 10–15 years

Leather shoe 25–40 years

Diaper 250–500 years

Styrofoam Never
16

A man named Rob Greenfield thinks that people 
don’t know how much trash they make. In 2016, he 
collected all the trash that he created in a month and 
wore it. He walked around New York City for 30 
days wearing bags full of his trash. The bags weighed 
84 pounds at the end of the month. That’s about the 
weight of a 12-year-old child. 

What do you think? Do we need to be more aware of 
what we throw away?

A DIFFERENT KIND 
OF GARBAGE COLLECTOR

17

$25,000

$35,000

$30,000

$45,000

$40,000

$60,000

$55,000

$50,000

HOW MUCH DO THEY MAKE?

CUSTODIAN
$26,200

$34,700
$36,400

$38,000

$56,000

GARBAGE 
TRUCK 
DRIVER 

GARBAGE 
COLLECTOR

HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR

LANDFILL 
OPERATIONS 
SUPERVISOR

This is how much people in different sanitation jobs 
were paid in one year.

!
Fun Fact
Thousands of people apply to be garbage collectors 
in New York City because of how much money they 
make. In 2015, garbage collectors who worked for at 
least 5 years earned around $88,000 per year.

21

HELMET
Helmets protect the 
workers’ heads from 
falling objects.

EAR PLUGS
Garbage trucks are very 
loud, so workers need 
to protect their ears.

DUST MASK
Masks block gas 
and dust from the 
garbage that can 
cause breathing 
problems.

REFLECTIVE VEST
Workers wear vests that 
make it easier to see them 
in the dark.

GLOVES
Gloves prevent 
workers from getting 
cuts on their hands.

BOOTS
The boots that workers 
wear have thick bottoms 
so nothing sharp can 
poke through. Boots also 
protect a worker’s toes 
from things they drop.

WHAT DO GARBAGE COLLECTORS WEAR?

20
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SNAP! The plant’s leaves 
quickly slam together.

!

!

!

!

15

A bug lands on the leaf. 
It touches one hair, then two...

14

17

The bug can try to get out, 
but the leaves won’t open.

16
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American Reading Company banner ad options for EdWeek webpage
August 2016

Close the achievement gap
by fixing the engagement gap.

Close the achievement gap
by fixing the engagement gap.

115,000 Books Kids Can Read  
and Want to Read

115,000 Books 
Kids Can Read  
and Want to Read

AMERICAN READING COMPANY

AMERICAN READING COMPANY

Close the achievement gap by fixing the engagement gap.

Close the achievement gap 
by fixing the engagement gap.

115,000 Books Kids Can Read and Want to Read

Fill your classrooms with books 
that reflect your students, 

their interests, and their histories.

115,000 Books Kids Can Read and Want to Read

Close the achievement gap
by fixing the engagement gap.



Visit www.americanreading.com to learn more about our classroom libraries.

AMERICAN READING COMPANY

Close the achievement gap

by fi xing the engagement gap.

150,000 Books Kids Can Read 

and Want to Read

From Newcomer curricula to high-low libraries for struggling high schoolers, 
from AP prep literature courses to project-based learning, ARC’s classroom 
library designers create the most comprehensive collections for every 
instructional purpose to advance your district’s curriculum.

®®®

American Reading Company ad options for EdWeek magazine
November 2016



What do you do when student age 
and reading level don’t match?

From Newcomer curricula to high-low libraries for struggling high schoolers, from AP prep 
literature courses to project-based learning, ARC’s classroom library designers create the most 
comprehensive collections for every instructional purpose to advance your district’s curriculum.

Many schools have trouble fi nding 
appropriate books to reach students 
who read at both ends of the 
achievement spectrum, from struggling 
readers to those excelling far beyond 
their peers.

At American Reading Company, we 
assess each book separately for reading 
level and age-appropriateness, allowing 
us to offer collections safe enough for 
elementary students reading at high 
school levels, as well as engaging texts 
for high school students reading at 
elementary reading levels.

High-level Elementary Books Low-level High School Books

Visit www.americanreading.com to learn more about our classroom libraries.



AMERICAN READING COMPANYwww.americanreading.com

CLASSROOM LIBRARIES & TEXT SETS
LEVELED

• We’ve spent the last 20 years evaluating and
reviewing virtually every book in print from every
publisher.

• We offer over 5,000 classroom libraries for every
instructional purpose.

• We custom design collections for partners all over
the country.

Districts across the country trust American Reading 
Company as the curator for their classroom libraries 
for 3 main reasons:

PreK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 &10 11& 12Kindergarten

RTM 1G 2G 1B 2B 1R 2R Wt Bk Or Pu 1Br Si Gl2Br1-3Y

®

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

I can:
Listen to 500 books.
Follow a story from page to page, left to right.
Listen to a book with a group.
Talk about what I see in the pictures.
Talk about things that happen in the book.
Make up my own story from the pictures.
Pretend read and retell the story.
Point to where the words are on the page.
Choose to sit and “read” a book during free time.
Read at home every day.
Sing the alphabet song.

I can talk about the pictures and the story:

• Make connections to my own life 
“Oh, look! He looks just like my teacher!”

• Make predictions 
“I know! She’s going to help the 
puppy!”

• Ask Questions 
“What do spiders eat?”

Reader: Room:  

Read To Me
Reading Readiness

x
*160114*
SC-CCR-RTM

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Reader: Room:  
Active Reading Habits
Listen to books read aloud. 
“Read” by myself.
Read at home every night. 
Tell someone what the book was about.

1-3Y: Skills Card

*177007*
SC-CCR-13Y

I can get my mouth ready for:

b c d
f g h
j k l

m n p
r s t
v w z

1Y Listen to and remember the pattern in Yellow books. Use 
the pattern and pictures to read the rest of the book.

2Y
Point to each word as I read. Use the spaces to separate 
words.
Try again if what I say doesn’t match the number of words.

3Y
Make the sound of the first letter of the new word on 
the page, check the picture, then say something that 
matches both.

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

1G: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits
1. Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When you come to a word you don’t know, make its 

first letter sound. 
3. Look at the pictures for clues. 
4. Say one word for each written word.
5. Stop if something doesn’t look right, sound right, or 

make sense, and try again.
6. Reread when I’m stuck.
7. Tell someone what the book was about: main topic 

and key details.
8. Hear words that do and do not rhyme (cat/fat; cat/

dog).
9. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
10. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

b c c* d
f g g* h
j k l m
n p q r
s t v w
x y z

* soft sound

Reader: Room:  

*160055*
SC-CCR-1G Copyright © 2015 by American Reading Company®

2G: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits
1. Read 2G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When you come to a word you don’t know, use its first two 

letter sounds as a clue.
3. Use the pictures for clues.
4. Stop and try again if something doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense.
5. Reread when stuck.
6. Tell  someone what the book was about: main topic and 

key details.
7. Retell a story someone reads to you.
8. Say words that rhyme, some with blends (fat/flat). 
9. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
10. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Use the first two letters to start a word.

br cr dr fr gr pr
tr wr bl cl fl gl
pl sl sc sk sm sn
sp st sw tw
ch sh th wh

Contractions can’t didn’t couldn’t it’s I’ll we’re
don’t wasn’t shouldn’t he’s we’ll you’re
won’t aren’t wouldn’t she’s you’ll they’re

Number 
Words

one two three four five six
seven eight nine ten zero

Reader: Room:  

*160056*
SC-CCR-2G

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Active Reading Habits
1. Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks you know.
2.	 Think		of	a	word	that	looks	the	same	and	rhymes	(If	a∙m	

is”am”,	then	h∙a∙m	is	“ham.”)
3.	 Use	final	“e”	rule	to	figure	out	new	words	(us/use).
4.	 Use	long	vowel	teams	to	figure	out	new	words	(eat,	air,	pie,	

toe,	glue).
5.	 Use	“r”	chunks	to	figure	out	new	words	(ar,	er,	ir,	or,	ur).	
6. Use blends at the end of words (desk/wish).
7.	 Stop	and	try	again	when	something	doesn’t	look	right,	

sound	right,	or	make	sense.
8.	 When	I	get	stuck,	I	say	“blank,”	read	on,	and	come	back	to	

fill in the tricky word.
9. Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
10. Tell what the book was about: main topic and key details.
11.	 Read	by	myself	for	15	minutes	without	getting	tired	using	a	

whisper voice.
12.	 Read	at	home	for	at	least	30	minutes	every	night.

Use words I know to figure 
out new words. Use final “e” rule.
my by fly hop hope
this miss kiss plan plane
like bike Mike cut cute
will fill still pet Pete
out shout about Tim time

Use “r” chunks.
-ar -er -ir -or -ur
car her girl for purple

1B: Skills Card
Reader: Room:  

*160057*
SC-CCR-1B

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company® *160058*
SC-CCR-2B

2B: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits

1. Figure out two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
2. Read compound words (something, everybody).
3. Read words with these endings (-ed, -er, -ing, -es, -y, -le, 

-est).
4. Use double consonant rule (hoping/hopping).
5. Stop and try again when something doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense.
6. Use what I know to figure out what I don’t know.
7. Read with just my lips moving or in a whisper voice.
8. Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
10.   Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Comprehension: Support all answers with evidence from the text.
1. Is this fiction or informational? How do you know?
2. Answer why, how, and what if questions.
3. What connections can you make to your own life?
4. Do you think this is a good book? Why or why not?

Reader: Room: ________

Literature Informational Text
5.  Retell the story in correct 

sequence.
6.  Tell 3 things about 

the main character. 
Compare him/her to other 
characters.

7. What is the problem and 
how is it solved? 

8.  What is the setting, time 
and place?

9. What is the most important 
part of the story? Why?

10. Do you think this is a good 
story? Why or why not?

11.  Tell the main idea and 
details that support it.

12.  Give one fact you learned 
from the pictures and one 
fact you learned from the 
words.

13.  What is the one thing 
the author wants you to 
remember from this book? 
How do you know?

14.   What text features does 
your book have for finding 
information quickly?  Show 
how you can use them. Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

1R: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits
1. Figure out three-syllable words built from basic chunks (won-der-

ful).
2. Use three-letter blends (splash/catch).
3.  Figure out two-syllable words with long vowels (Ruby, even).
4.   Read words with these endings (-y, -ly, -ier, -iest)
5.  Use all vowel combinations to read new words (ew, oy, oi, ou).
6.  Stop and try again when something doesn’t look right, sound right, 

or make sense.
7.  Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
8.  Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
9.  Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
10.  Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
1.  Is this fiction or informational? How do you know?
2. Answer how, why, and what if questions.
3.  What connections can you make to your own life?
4. What information do the pictures add to this book?
5.  What did the author do well in writing this book? 

Reader: Room:  

Literature
6. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end... 

7. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 
the story?

8. Describe the setting, where 
and when the story takes 
place.

9. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

10. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know?

Informational Text
11. Tell the main idea and details 

that support it:
• Whole text
• One paragraph

12. What did you learn from your 
reading?

13. What questions do you have?
14. What text features does 

your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show how 
you can use them.

15. Why do you think the author 
wrote this book? What was 
the most important thing s/he 
wanted us to  learn?

*160059*
SC-CCR-1R Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Active Reading Habits
1. Figure out 3- and 4-syllable words familiar from everyday speech, 

including names.
2. Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until you 

recognize the word.
3. Use prefixes and suffixes to figure out words (un-, re-, mis-, -ful, 

-able, -tion, -ly, -ier, -iest).
4. Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense.
5. Finish at least one 2R chapter book every week.
6. Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
7. Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
8. Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired. 
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
10. Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, plays, fables, and folktales.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
1. Is this fiction or informational? How do you know?
2. Answer why, how, and what if questions.
3. What connections can you make to your own life?
4. What did the author do well in writing this book? 

Literature
5. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end... 

6. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 
the story?

7. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

8. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

9. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know?

Informational Text
10. Tell the main idea and 

details that support it.
11. What text features does 

your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

12. What did you learn from 
your reading?

13. What was fact and what 
was opinion? How do you 
know?

14. What questions do you 
have?

2R: Skills Card
Reader: Room:  

*160060*
SC-CCR-2R

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Reader:  Room:  

Wt: Skills Card

Comprehension
 Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Literature Informational Text
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories .

2. Describe the characters and how their 
traits influence the unfolding of events 
in the story.

3. Retell the key events of the plot in 
chronological sequence.

4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 
in 1st or 3rd person?

5. Describe the central problem and 
explain how it is resolved. 

6. What is the central message, lesson, or 
moral? How did the author convey it?

7. How is your point of view on the 
theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

8. Find an example of figurative language 
and explain what it means.

9. What is the main idea and how 
do you know?

10. What key facts or ideas support 
the main idea?

11. Does the author state any 
opinions? What is the author’s 
point of view? How do you 
know? How is yours different?

12. What questions would you ask 
the author?

13. Show how you can use text 
features to locate information in 
the text.

14. Explain how the author organizes 
the information (time sequence, 
steps in a procedure, pro/con 
compare/contrast, cause/effect).

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
1. Finish a chapter book every week.

2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.

3. Read something you like from each of these genres:
• Traditional tales (fables, folktales, myths)
• Poetry and drama
• Contemporary fiction and other stories
• Informational text (science, history/social studies)

*160061*
SC-CCR-WT

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out 
what it probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book 
without changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a 
sentence. Learn it.

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Bk: Skills Card
Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.
Literature Informational Text
1. Using specific details from the text, 

describe in depth:

• a major character.
• a minor character.
• the narrator (1st or 3rd person).
•  the setting (time, place,  

historical era).
• a key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot in 
chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text?  How 
do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme?  How does this 
compare?

5. Identify an example of figurative 
language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 
Describe its meaning and effect.

6. What form (genre) of literature is this? 
How do you know?  Describe its basic 
structural elements.

7. Tell the author’s main idea in one 
sentence.

8. List the key facts and ideas that 
support the author’s main idea.

9. Summarize the information 
presented. Tell exactly what 
happened and why. Use specific 
information from the text.

10. What do you think is your author’s 
opinion or perspective on this 
material? How is it different from 
yours?

11. How did the author organize the 
information (e.g., chronological 
order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, 
exposition)?

12. Was this a firsthand or secondhand 
account?  How do you know?

13. Explain one of the graphic features 
in the text (charts, graphs, diagrams, 
time lines, maps, tables) and describe 
how the information adds to the rest 
of the text.

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. 
Learn it.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.

3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

4. Read biography, contemporary fiction, traditional tales, poetry, drama, science, and history.

5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Reader:  Room:  

*160062*
SC-CCR-BK

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Literature Informational Text
1. From what genre is this text?  What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following 
literary elements in the text: 
• Plot (conflict and resolution)
• Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
• Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
• Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those of 
another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
• Which 3 scenes (chapters, stanzas) 

were most important and how do they 
connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

6. Identify an example of figurative language 
(e.g., metaphor, simile, personification, 
idiom, adage) and describe its effect.

7. From what field of study is this text? What 
did you already know about the subject? 

8. What are two or more main ideas in the 
text? State each of them in one sentence. 

9. What reasons and evidence does the 
author give to support each of these main 
ideas? 

10. How does the author organize the 
information (e.g., compare/contrast, pro/
con, cause/effect, chronological sequence)? 

11. Compare the organizational structure 
above with another text. 

12. What is the author’s opinion or point of 
view on the material? How does it differ 
from yours?

13. Select two individuals, events, ideas or 
concepts and explain how they are related. 

14. Interpret one of the graphic features in the 
text (charts, maps, illustrations, diagrams, 
timelines, tables) and explain how the 
information adds to the rest of the text. 

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Discover a new genre and become an expert in it (science fiction, historical fiction, 
adventure/survival/biography)

3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.

Reader:  Room:  

Or: Skills Card

*160063*
SC-CCR-OR
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Comprehension: 
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Literature Informational Text
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in 
this genre, or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds 
in a series of episodes towards 
a resolution.  Include how the 
characters change along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text 
to support your thinking.  How does 
this reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene 
or stanza and describe how it fits into 
the overall structure of the text.  How 
does it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a different 
genre.

8. From what field of study is this 
text?  What did you already know 
about this subject?

9. Provide an objective summary of 
the text in one sentence.

10. Determine a central idea of 
the text and explain how it is 
supported by key details.

11. Analyze in detail how a key idea, 
event, or person is introduced, 
described, and developed in the 
text.

12. Select a key word, sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or section and 
describe how it fits into the overall 
structure of the text and helps 
develop the central idea.

13. Trace the author’s argument. 
Which claims are supported 
with valid reasons and evidence?  
Which are not?

14. Determine the author’s point of 
view or purpose for writing and 
how it is conveyed.

15. Compare and contrast two 
authors’ presentations of the same 
topic.

Pu: Skills Card

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Read at least 1 full length chapter book in each of these genres: historical fiction, 
biography, science fiction, fantasy, contemporary fiction.

3. Choose a topic in science or history to explore.  Become an expert on it.

4. Find a poet you particularly like.  Become an expert on his/her work.

5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone
reminding you.

Reader:  Room:  

*160064*
SC-CCR-PU
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Literature Informational Text
1. Identify the genre of this text. 

Compare this book to other books in 
the same genre. Is the author’s use of 
the key elements of the genre typical or 
atypical? Why?

2. Determine the theme. Discuss how the 
theme is developed by the author from 
the beginning to the end of the text. 

3. Analyze the effect of the setting on one 
of the characters and/or the events as 
they unfold.

4. Find an example of figurative language. 
Describe its effect on meaning and 
mood.

5. Discuss the author’s choice of key 
characters. What roles did each play? 
What points of view or perspectives 
did each hold? Why was each chosen?  
Which is closest to yours? Why?

6. Does the author refer to any real 
people, geographical locations, or 
historical events in this text? How and 
why are they used? In what ways does 
s/he alter them for the purpose of the 
text? Are these choices effective?

7. Determine two central ideas and 
explain how the author develops 
them over the course of the text.

8. Do individuals shape ideas 
and events, or do ideas and 
events shape individuals? Use 
the information in this text to 
support your position.

9. Analyze the structure the 
author chose for organizing 
the ideas presented: compare/
contrast, cause/effect, pro/con, 
chronological, sequential, logic, 
problem/solution, other.

10. Describe an author’s basic 
argument, point of view, or 
purpose for writing. How are 
other positions presented? What 
is your position on this topic?

11. Evaluate the author’s case. Are 
the facts and reasoning valid, 
sufficient, and relevant? Has it 
influenced your thinking on the 
subject? How? 

1Br: Skills Card

Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book every other week.

2. Read at least 1 full-length chapter book in each of these genres: historical 
fiction, biography, science fiction, fantasy, contemporary fiction. 

3. Choose a topic in science or history to explore. Become an expert on it.

4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.

5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone 
reminding you.

Reader:  Room:  

*160065*
SC-CCR-1BR

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.
Literature Informational Text
1. Who is the author of this text and 

what do you know about him/her? 
What can you infer?

2. Determine the theme. Discuss how 
the theme is developed by the author 
through his/her choice of characters, 
setting, and plot. 

3. Speculate on the author’s position on 
this theme and purpose for writing 
and how it might be related to what 
you know about the background of 
the author.

4. What is the most important moment/
incident in the development of the 
main character? Why is this moment 
so important?

5. Find an example of figurative 
language. Describe its effect on 
meaning and mood.

6. Discuss the author’s choice of key 
characters. Why was each chosen?  
What roles did each play? What points 
of view or perspectives did each hold? 
Which was probably closest to the 
author’s? Which is closest to yours? 
Why?

7. What recurring theme, story event, 
or character from texts of the past 
(myths, traditional stories, or religious 
works) did you find in this work?

8. Who is the author of this text and what 
do you know about him/her? What can 
you infer?

9. Determine the central idea of the 
text and explain how the author uses 
supporting ideas and evidence to lay out 
his/her argument or exposition.

10. Based on this central idea, speculate on 
the author’s point of view or purpose for 
writing and how it might be related to 
what you know about the background of 
the author.

11. Do individuals shape ideas and 
events, or do ideas and events shape 
individuals? Use the information in this 
text to support your position.

12. Identify the paragraph and the sentence 
that, in your opinion, are the most 
important ones in the text. Explain what 
makes them crucial to the development 
of the argument or concept.

13. How does the author handle conflicting 
positions or evidence? Does this 
treatment of other viewpoints help 
or hurt the persuasiveness of his/her 
argument? 

14. Evaluate the author’s case. Are the 
facts and reasoning valid, sufficient, 
and relevant? Has it influenced your 
thinking on the subject? How?

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book every other week.
2. Read at least 1 full-length chapter book in each of these genres:  historical fiction, 

science fiction, fantasy, contemporary fiction, biography, autobiography, memoir.
3. Choose a topic in science or history to explore.  Become an expert on it.

2Br: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

*160240*
SC-CCR-2BR
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Reader:  Room:  
Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.
Literary Analysis

Key Questions for Literature Key Questions for Informational Text

C
en

tr
al

 
Id

ea
s What is the theme? How does it 

develop from the beginning to the end 
of this text?

What is the main idea or central 
argument? How does it develop from the 
beginning to the end of this text?

K
ey

 D
et

ai
ls

What elements of the text best support 
your argument that this is the theme 
of the text?
Describe the following literary 
elements in the text, using evidence 
from the text. Explain how each 
contributes to your argument for the 
central theme: 
• Plot (main events, conflict, rising 

action, climax, falling action, 
resolution)

• Characters (motivations of major 
and minor characters, complex 
characters)

• Setting (time, day, year, historical 
period, place, situation)

What is the central conflict and how 
does it relate to the theme? How is it 
resolved? Why?
Which character in this book is most 
conflicted? Why? How does this 
internal conflict advance the plot or 
develop the theme?

What elements of the text best support 
your argument that this is the main idea of 
the text?
What reasoning does the author use to 
support the central argument? Is it valid? 
Is any of it fallacious?
What evidence does he/she give to support 
it? Is it relevant and sufficient?
Which of the author’s claims have good 
supporting evidence? Which don’t? Why?
Is there evidence used that doesn’t actually 
support the claim?
Has s/he convinced you? Why or why 
not? What evidence would have made a 
stronger argument?

U
se

 o
f L

an
gu

ag
e

Describe the way this author uses 
language. What kinds of words/
phrases does he/she use? Why?
What is the effect of his/her language 
choices on text meaning, sense of time 
and place, and tone?
Which words/phrases struck you as 
important, unusual, or interesting? 
Why?
How does the author’s use of language 
relate to the central theme?

Describe the way this author uses 
language. What kinds of words/phrases 
does he/she use? Why?
What if the effect of his/her language 
choices on text meaning, sense of time and 
place, and tone?
Which words/phrases struck you as 
important, unusual, or interesting? Why?
How does the author’s use of language 
relate to the central argument?

 Si:  Skills Card

*160066*
SC-CCR-SI
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Literary Analysis
Key Questions for 
Literature 

Key Questions for 
Informational Text

Social/Political/ 
Historical Context

C
en

tr
al

 Id
ea

s

What is the theme? How 
does it develop from the 
beginning to the end of 
this text?

What is the main idea or 
central argument? How 
does it develop from the 
beginning to the end of 
this text?

Who is the author of this 
text and what do you know 
about him/her? What can 
you infer from the text?

When was this text written?

How might the themes or 
central ideas of the text 
reflect the issues of the era/
culture in which it was 
written?

K
ey

 D
et

ai
ls

What elements of the 
text best support your 
argument that this is the 
theme of the text?

Describe the following 
literary elements in the 
text. Explain how each 
contributes to your 
argument for the central 
theme: 
• Plot (main events, 

conflict, rising action, 
climax, falling action, 
resolution)

• Characters 
(motivations of major 
and minor characters, 
complex characters)

• Setting (time, day, 
year, historical period, 
place, situation)

What elements of the 
text best support your 
argument that this is the 
main idea of the text?

What reasoning and 
evidence does the author 
use to support the central 
argument? Is it valid? 
Relevant? Sufficient? Is 
any of it fallacious?

Has s/he convinced 
you? Why or why not? 
What evidence would 
have made a stronger 
argument?

How do you think the 
elements/details of the text 
reflect the era/culture in 
which it was written?

In what ways did the 
author’s choice of words 
contribute to his/her 
purpose for writing?

U
se

 o
f L

an
gu

ag
e

Describe the way this author uses language. What 
kinds of words/phrases does he/she use? Why?
What effect do his/her language choices have on text 
meaning, sense of time and place, and tone?
Which words/phrases struck you as important, 
unusual, or interesting? Why?
How does the author’s use of language relate to the 
central theme or argument?

How do you think the 
language of the text reflects 
the era/culture in which it 
was written?

Gl: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

*160067*
SC-CCR-GL

Available ThemesAvailable in 
Spanish

AMERICAN
READING COMPANY

Estructura para la Evaluación del 
nivel independiente de lectura ENIL:

Registrando el 
progreso del/la estudiante 

en preparación para 
la universidad y la vida profesional2015

PreK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 &10 11& 12Kindergarten

LAM 1V 2V 1Az 2Az 1R 2R Bl Ne An Pú 1Br Pl Or2Br1-3A

®

Developmental Reading Taxonomy® Built on Common Core State Standards

Tracking 
Student Progress 

Toward College and Career Readiness

Developmental Reading Taxonomy™ Built on Common Core State Standards

AMERICAN
READING COMPANY

IRLA:Independent Reading
Level Assessment® Framework

PreK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 &10 11& 12Kindergarten

RTM 1G 2G 1B 2B 1R 2R Wt Bk Or Pu 1Br Si Gl2Br1- 3Y

®

2014

Electronic and Book Assessment Formats 
Grades PreK-12 English & Spanish

AMERICAN READING COMPANY

Genre Theme
Informational Text          
Companion

Best for 
Grades

Wild Animal Stories Animals 1–12

Sports Fiction Society & Culture 1–12

Traditional Tales World Cultures 2–12

American Historical Fiction American History 3–4

Early America (Up Through the Civil War) 5–12

Modern America (1890 to the Present) 5–12

Adventure Survival 4–12

African American Literature African American History 4–12

Legends of the Americas Native Americans 4–6

Horror* Phobias 5–12

Mystery* Forensic Science 5–12

Science Fiction* Science Frontiers 5–12

Greek & Roman Myths Classical Civilizations 5–12

Fantasy* Medieval Societies 6–12

Realistic Fiction* Teen Issues 6–12

World Historical Fiction World History 6–12

Dystopian Literature* Contemporary Issues 7–12

Memoir Writing 7–12

Romance* The Science of Relationships 9–12

World History
Best for 
Grades

Ancient Civilizations 6+

Medieval Civilizations 6+

Age of Exploration 6+

The Arts 5+

Sports & Society 3+

American History

Native Americans 5+

Colonial American Era 5+
American Revolution 
& New Nation 5+

U.S. Founders 4

Westward Expansion 5+

Civil War Era 5+

Industrial Era 5+

World War II 6+

Civil Rights Era 5+

Contemporary Issues 6+

Immigration 5+

Careers 5+

Economics 5+

African American History 1 5+

African American History 2 5+

Civics 6+

World Geography & Cultures

Africa 5+

Asia 5+

Countries of the World 4-5

Latin America 5+

Middle East 6+

Oceania & Antarctica 5+

U.S. States 4-5

African American Heritage 3+

Latino Heritage 3+

Life Science Best for Grades

Animal Adaptations 4+

Bugs 1–5

Dinosaurs 3–6

Ecosystems* 3+

Food and Nutrition 5+

Human Body 4+

Marine Life 2+

Plants 1–5
Wild & Endangered Animals* 1–5

Earth & Space Science

Environmental Studies 4+

Geology 4+

Space 4+

Weather* 2+

Physical Science

Energy 4+

Forces & Motion 2+

Matter 4+

For more information, contact

Amaya Noguera
Account Manager
American Reading Company
amaya.noguera@americanreading.com 
213-200-1086

PreK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 &10 11& 12Kindergarten

RTM 1G 2G 1B 2B 1R 2R Wt Bk Or Pu 1Br Si Gl2Br1-3Y

®
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I can:
Listen to 500 books.
Follow a story from page to page, left to right.
Listen to a book with a group.
Talk about what I see in the pictures.
Talk about things that happen in the book.
Make up my own story from the pictures.
Pretend read and retell the story.
Point to where the words are on the page.
Choose to sit and “read” a book during free time.
Read at home every day.
Sing the alphabet song.

I can talk about the pictures and the story:

• Make connections to my own life 
“Oh, look! He looks just like my teacher!”

• Make predictions 
“I know! She’s going to help the 
puppy!”

• Ask Questions 
“What do spiders eat?”

Reader:              Room:  

Read To Me
Reading Readiness

x
*160114*
SC-CCR-RTM
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Reader:                      Room:  
Active Reading Habits
Listen to books read aloud. 
“Read” by myself.
Read at home every night. 
Tell someone what the book was about.

1-3Y: Skills Card

*177007*
SC-CCR-13Y

I can get my mouth ready for:

b c d
f g h
j k l

m n p
r s t
v w z

1Y Listen to and remember the pattern in Yellow books. Use 
the pattern and pictures to read the rest of the book.

2Y
Point to each word as I read. Use the spaces to separate 
words.
Try again if what I say doesn’t match the number of words.

3Y
Make the sound of the first letter of the new word on 
the page, check the picture, then say something that 
matches both.

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

1G: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits
1. Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When you come to a word you don’t know, make its 

first letter sound. 
3. Look at the pictures for clues. 
4. Say one word for each written word.
5. Stop if something doesn’t look right, sound right, or 

make sense, and try again.
6. Reread when I’m stuck.
7. Tell someone what the book was about: main topic 

and key details.
8. Hear words that do and do not rhyme (cat/fat; cat/

dog).
9. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
10. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

b c c* d
f g g* h
j k l m
n p q r
s t v w
x y z

* soft sound

Reader:                      Room:  

*160055*
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2G: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits
1. Read 2G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When you come to a word you don’t know, use its first two 

letter sounds as a clue.
3. Use the pictures for clues.
4. Stop and try again if something doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense.
5. Reread when stuck.
6. Tell  someone what the book was about: main topic and 

key details.
7. Retell a story someone reads to you.
8. Say words that rhyme, some with blends (fat/flat). 
9. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
10. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Use the first two letters to start a word.

br cr dr fr gr pr
tr wr bl cl fl gl
pl sl sc sk sm sn
sp st sw tw
ch sh th wh

Contractions can’t didn’t couldn’t it’s I’ll we’re
don’t wasn’t shouldn’t he’s we’ll you’re
won’t aren’t wouldn’t she’s you’ll they’re

Number 
Words

one two three four five six
seven eight nine ten zero

Reader:                      Room:  

*160056*
SC-CCR-2G
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Active Reading Habits
1. Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks you know.
2.	 Think		of	a	word	that	looks	the	same	and	rhymes	(If	a∙m	

is”am”,	then	h∙a∙m	is	“ham.”)
3.	 Use	final	“e”	rule	to	figure	out	new	words	(us/use).
4.	 Use	long	vowel	teams	to	figure	out	new	words	(eat,	air,	pie,	

toe,	glue).
5.	 Use	“r”	chunks	to	figure	out	new	words	(ar,	er,	ir,	or,	ur).	
6. Use blends at the end of words (desk/wish).
7.	 Stop	and	try	again	when	something	doesn’t	look	right,	

sound	right,	or	make	sense.
8.	 When	I	get	stuck,	I	say	“blank,”	read	on,	and	come	back	to	

fill in the tricky word.
9. Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
10. Tell what the book was about: main topic and key details.
11.	 Read	by	myself	for	15	minutes	without	getting	tired	using	a	

whisper voice.
12.	 Read	at	home	for	at	least	30	minutes	every	night.

Use words I know to figure 
out new words. Use final “e” rule.
my by fly hop hope
this miss kiss plan plane
like bike Mike cut cute
will fill still pet Pete
out shout about Tim time

Use “r” chunks.
-ar -er -ir -or -ur
car her girl for purple

1B: Skills Card
Reader:                      Room:  

*160057*
SC-CCR-1B
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SC-CCR-2B

2B: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits

1. Figure out two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
2. Read compound words (something, everybody).
3. Read words with these endings (-ed, -er, -ing, -es, -y, -le, 

-est).
4. Use double consonant rule (hoping/hopping).
5. Stop and try again when something doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense.
6. Use what I know to figure out what I don’t know.
7. Read with just my lips moving or in a whisper voice.
8. Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
10.   Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Comprehension: Support all answers with evidence from the text.
1. Is this fiction or informational? How do you know?
2. Answer why, how, and what if questions.
3. What connections can you make to your own life?
4. Do you think this is a good book? Why or why not?

Reader:                     Room: ________

Literature Informational Text
5.  Retell the story in correct 

sequence.
6.  Tell 3 things about 

the main character. 
Compare him/her to other 
characters.

7. What is the problem and 
how is it solved? 

8.  What is the setting, time 
and place?

9. What is the most important 
part of the story? Why?

10. Do you think this is a good 
story? Why or why not?

11.  Tell the main idea and 
details that support it.

12.  Give one fact you learned 
from the pictures and one 
fact you learned from the 
words.

13.  What is the one thing 
the author wants you to 
remember from this book? 
How do you know?

14.   What text features does 
your book have for finding 
information quickly?  Show 
how you can use them. Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

1R: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits
1. Figure out three-syllable words built from basic chunks (won-der-

ful).
2. Use three-letter blends (splash/catch).
3.  Figure out two-syllable words with long vowels (Ruby, even).
4.   Read words with these endings (-y, -ly, -ier, -iest)
5.  Use all vowel combinations to read new words (ew, oy, oi, ou).
6.  Stop and try again when something doesn’t look right, sound right, 

or make sense.
7.  Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
8.  Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
9.  Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
10.  Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
1.  Is this fiction or informational? How do you know?
2.  Answer how, why, and what if questions.
3.  What connections can you make to your own life?
4.  What information do the pictures add to this book?
5.  What did the author do well in writing this book? 

Reader:                      Room:  

Literature
6. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end... 

7. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 
the story?

8. Describe the setting, where 
and when the story takes 
place.

9. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

10. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know?

 Informational Text
11. Tell the main idea and details 

that support it:
• Whole text
• One paragraph

12. What did you learn from your 
reading?

13. What questions do you have?
14. What text features does 

your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show how 
you can use them.

15. Why do you think the author 
wrote this book? What was 
the most important thing s/he 
wanted us to  learn?

*160059*
SC-CCR-1R Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Active Reading Habits
1. Figure out 3- and 4-syllable words familiar from everyday speech, 

including names.
2. Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until you 

recognize the word.
3. Use prefixes and suffixes to figure out words (un-, re-, mis-, -ful, 

-able, -tion, -ly, -ier, -iest).
4. Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense.
5. Finish at least one 2R chapter book every week.
6. Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
7. Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
8. Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired. 
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
10. Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, plays, fables, and folktales.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
1. Is this fiction or informational? How do you know?
2. Answer why, how, and what if questions.
3. What connections can you make to your own life?
4. What did the author do well in writing this book? 

Literature
5. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end... 

6. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 
the story?

7. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

8. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

9. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know?

Informational Text
10. Tell the main idea and 

details that support it.
11. What text features does 

your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

12. What did you learn from 
your reading?

13. What was fact and what 
was opinion? How do you 
know?

14. What questions do you 
have?

2R: Skills Card
Reader:                          Room:  

*160060*
SC-CCR-2R

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Reader:                      Room:  

Wt: Skills Card

Comprehension
 Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Literature Informational Text
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories .

2. Describe the characters and how their 
traits influence the unfolding of events 
in the story.

3. Retell the key events of the plot in 
chronological sequence.

4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 
in 1st or 3rd person?

5. Describe the central problem and 
explain how it is resolved. 

6. What is the central message, lesson, or 
moral? How did the author convey it?

7. How is your point of view on the 
theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

8. Find an example of figurative language 
and explain what it means.

9. What is the main idea and how 
do you know?

10. What key facts or ideas support 
the main idea?

11. Does the author state any 
opinions? What is the author’s 
point of view? How do you 
know? How is yours different?

12. What questions would you ask 
the author?

13. Show how you can use text 
features to locate information in 
the text.

14. Explain how the author organizes 
the information (time sequence, 
steps in a procedure, pro/con 
compare/contrast, cause/effect).

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
1. Finish a chapter book every week.

2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.

3. Read something you like from each of these genres:
• Traditional tales (fables, folktales, myths)
• Poetry and drama
• Contemporary fiction and other stories
• Informational text (science, history/social studies)

*160061*
SC-CCR-WT

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out 
what it probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book 
without changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a 
sentence. Learn it.
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Bk: Skills Card
Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.
Literature Informational Text
1. Using specific details from the text, 

describe in depth:

• a major character.
• a minor character.
• the narrator (1st or 3rd person).
•  the setting (time, place,  

historical era).
• a key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot in 
chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text?  How 
do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme?  How does this 
compare?

5. Identify an example of figurative 
language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 
Describe its meaning and effect.

6. What form (genre) of literature is this? 
How do you know?  Describe its basic 
structural elements.

7. Tell the author’s main idea in one 
sentence.

8. List the key facts and ideas that 
support the author’s main idea.

9. Summarize the information 
presented. Tell exactly what 
happened and why. Use specific 
information from the text.

10. What do you think is your author’s 
opinion or perspective on this 
material? How is it different from 
yours?

11. How did the author organize the 
information (e.g., chronological 
order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, 
exposition)?

12. Was this a firsthand or secondhand 
account?  How do you know?

13. Explain one of the graphic features 
in the text (charts, graphs, diagrams, 
time lines, maps, tables) and describe 
how the information adds to the rest 
of the text.

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. 
Learn it.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.

3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

4. Read biography, contemporary fiction, traditional tales, poetry, drama, science, and history.

5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Reader:                      Room:  

*160062*
SC-CCR-BK
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Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Literature Informational Text
1. From what genre is this text?  What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following 
literary elements in the text: 
• Plot (conflict and resolution)
• Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
• Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
• Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those of 
another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
• Which 3 scenes (chapters, stanzas) 

were most important and how do they 
connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

6. Identify an example of figurative language 
(e.g., metaphor, simile, personification, 
idiom, adage) and describe its effect.

7. From what field of study is this text? What 
did you already know about the subject? 

8. What are two or more main ideas in the 
text? State each of them in one sentence. 

9. What reasons and evidence does the 
author give to support each of these main 
ideas? 

10. How does the author organize the 
information (e.g., compare/contrast, pro/
con, cause/effect, chronological sequence)? 

11. Compare the organizational structure 
above with another text. 

12. What is the author’s opinion or point of 
view on the material? How does it differ 
from yours?

13. Select two individuals, events, ideas or 
concepts and explain how they are related. 

14. Interpret one of the graphic features in the 
text (charts, maps, illustrations, diagrams, 
timelines, tables) and explain how the 
information adds to the rest of the text. 

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Discover a new genre and become an expert in it (science fiction, historical fiction, 
adventure/survival/biography)

3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.

Reader:                      Room:  

Or: Skills Card

*160063*
SC-CCR-OR
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Comprehension: 
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Literature Informational Text
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in 
this genre, or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds 
in a series of episodes towards 
a resolution.  Include how the 
characters change along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text 
to support your thinking.  How does 
this reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene 
or stanza and describe how it fits into 
the overall structure of the text.  How 
does it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a different 
genre.

8. From what field of study is this 
text?  What did you already know 
about this subject?

9. Provide an objective summary of 
the text in one sentence.

10. Determine a central idea of 
the text and explain how it is 
supported by key details.

11. Analyze in detail how a key idea, 
event, or person is introduced, 
described, and developed in the 
text.

12. Select a key word, sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or section and 
describe how it fits into the overall 
structure of the text and helps 
develop the central idea.

13. Trace the author’s argument. 
Which claims are supported 
with valid reasons and evidence?  
Which are not?

14. Determine the author’s point of 
view or purpose for writing and 
how it is conveyed.

15. Compare and contrast two 
authors’ presentations of the same 
topic.

Pu: Skills Card

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Read at least 1 full length chapter book in each of these genres: historical fiction, 
biography, science fiction, fantasy, contemporary fiction.

3. Choose a topic in science or history to explore.  Become an expert on it.

4. Find a poet you particularly like.  Become an expert on his/her work.

5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone 
reminding you.

Reader:                      Room:  

*160064*
SC-CCR-PU
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Literature Informational Text
1. Identify the genre of this text. 

Compare this book to other books in 
the same genre. Is the author’s use of 
the key elements of the genre typical or 
atypical? Why?

2. Determine the theme. Discuss how the 
theme is developed by the author from 
the beginning to the end of the text. 

3. Analyze the effect of the setting on one 
of the characters and/or the events as 
they unfold.

4. Find an example of figurative language. 
Describe its effect on meaning and 
mood.

5. Discuss the author’s choice of key 
characters. What roles did each play? 
What points of view or perspectives 
did each hold? Why was each chosen?  
Which is closest to yours? Why?

6. Does the author refer to any real 
people, geographical locations, or 
historical events in this text? How and 
why are they used? In what ways does 
s/he alter them for the purpose of the 
text? Are these choices effective?

7. Determine two central ideas and 
explain how the author develops 
them over the course of the text.

8. Do individuals shape ideas 
and events, or do ideas and 
events shape individuals? Use 
the information in this text to 
support your position.

9. Analyze the structure the 
author chose for organizing 
the ideas presented: compare/
contrast, cause/effect, pro/con, 
chronological, sequential, logic, 
problem/solution, other.

10. Describe an author’s basic 
argument, point of view, or 
purpose for writing. How are 
other positions presented? What 
is your position on this topic?

11. Evaluate the author’s case. Are 
the facts and reasoning valid, 
sufficient, and relevant? Has it 
influenced your thinking on the 
subject? How? 

1Br: Skills Card

Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book every other week.

2. Read at least 1 full-length chapter book in each of these genres: historical 
fiction, biography, science fiction, fantasy, contemporary fiction. 

3. Choose a topic in science or history to explore. Become an expert on it.

4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.

5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone 
reminding you.

Reader:                      Room:  

*160065*
SC-CCR-1BR
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Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.
Literature Informational Text
1. Who is the author of this text and 

what do you know about him/her? 
What can you infer?

2. Determine the theme. Discuss how 
the theme is developed by the author 
through his/her choice of characters, 
setting, and plot. 

3. Speculate on the author’s position on 
this theme and purpose for writing 
and how it might be related to what 
you know about the background of 
the author. 

4. What is the most important moment/
incident in the development of the 
main character? Why is this moment 
so important?

5. Find an example of figurative 
language. Describe its effect on 
meaning and mood.

6. Discuss the author’s choice of key 
characters. Why was each chosen?  
What roles did each play? What points 
of view or perspectives did each hold? 
Which was probably closest to the 
author’s? Which is closest to yours? 
Why?

7. What recurring theme, story event, 
or character from texts of the past 
(myths, traditional stories, or religious 
works) did you find in this work?

8. Who is the author of this text and what 
do you know about him/her? What can 
you infer?

9. Determine the central idea of the 
text and explain how the author uses 
supporting ideas and evidence to lay out 
his/her argument or exposition.

10. Based on this central idea, speculate on 
the author’s point of view or purpose for 
writing and how it might be related to 
what you know about the background of 
the author.

11. Do individuals shape ideas and 
events, or do ideas and events shape 
individuals? Use the information in this 
text to support your position.

12. Identify the paragraph and the sentence 
that, in your opinion, are the most 
important ones in the text. Explain what 
makes them crucial to the development 
of the argument or concept.

13. How does the author handle conflicting 
positions or evidence? Does this 
treatment of other viewpoints help 
or hurt the persuasiveness of his/her 
argument? 

14. Evaluate the author’s case. Are the 
facts and reasoning valid, sufficient, 
and relevant? Has it influenced your 
thinking on the subject? How?

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book every other week.
2. Read at least 1 full-length chapter book in each of these genres:  historical fiction, 

science fiction, fantasy, contemporary fiction, biography, autobiography, memoir.
3. Choose a topic in science or history to explore.  Become an expert on it.

2Br: Skills Card
Reader:                      Room:  

*160240*
SC-CCR-2BR
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Reader:                   Room:  
Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.
Literary Analysis

Key Questions for Literature Key Questions for Informational Text

C
en

tr
al

 
Id

ea
s What is the theme? How does it 

develop from the beginning to the end 
of this text?

What is the main idea or central 
argument? How does it develop from the 
beginning to the end of this text?

K
ey

 D
et

ai
ls

What elements of the text best support 
your argument that this is the theme 
of the text?
Describe the following literary 
elements in the text, using evidence 
from the text. Explain how each 
contributes to your argument for the 
central theme: 
• Plot (main events, conflict, rising 

action, climax, falling action, 
resolution)

• Characters (motivations of major 
and minor characters, complex 
characters)

• Setting (time, day, year, historical 
period, place, situation)

What is the central conflict and how 
does it relate to the theme? How is it 
resolved? Why?
Which character in this book is most 
conflicted? Why? How does this 
internal conflict advance the plot or 
develop the theme?

What elements of the text best support 
your argument that this is the main idea of 
the text?
What reasoning does the author use to 
support the central argument? Is it valid? 
Is any of it fallacious?
What evidence does he/she give to support 
it? Is it relevant and sufficient?
Which of the author’s claims have good 
supporting evidence? Which don’t? Why?
Is there evidence used that doesn’t actually 
support the claim?
Has s/he convinced you? Why or why 
not? What evidence would have made a 
stronger argument?

U
se

 o
f L

an
gu

ag
e

Describe the way this author uses 
language. What kinds of words/
phrases does he/she use? Why?
What is the effect of his/her language 
choices on text meaning, sense of time 
and place, and tone?
Which words/phrases struck you as 
important, unusual, or interesting? 
Why?
How does the author’s use of language 
relate to the central theme?

Describe the way this author uses 
language. What kinds of words/phrases 
does he/she use? Why?
What if the effect of his/her language 
choices on text meaning, sense of time and 
place, and tone?
Which words/phrases struck you as 
important, unusual, or interesting? Why?
How does the author’s use of language 
relate to the central argument?

 Si:  Skills Card

*160066*
SC-CCR-SI

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Literary Analysis
Key Questions for 
Literature 

Key Questions for 
Informational Text

Social/Political/ 
Historical Context

C
en

tr
al

 Id
ea

s

What is the theme? How 
does it develop from the 
beginning to the end of 
this text?

What is the main idea or 
central argument? How 
does it develop from the 
beginning to the end of 
this text?

Who is the author of this 
text and what do you know 
about him/her? What can 
you infer from the text?

When was this text written?

How might the themes or 
central ideas of the text 
reflect the issues of the era/
culture in which it was 
written?

K
ey

 D
et

ai
ls

What elements of the 
text best support your 
argument that this is the 
theme of the text?

Describe the following 
literary elements in the 
text. Explain how each 
contributes to your 
argument for the central 
theme: 
• Plot (main events, 

conflict, rising action, 
climax, falling action, 
resolution)

• Characters 
(motivations of major 
and minor characters, 
complex characters)

• Setting (time, day, 
year, historical period, 
place, situation)

What elements of the 
text best support your 
argument that this is the 
main idea of the text?

What reasoning and 
evidence does the author 
use to support the central 
argument? Is it valid? 
Relevant? Sufficient? Is 
any of it fallacious?

Has s/he convinced 
you? Why or why not? 
What evidence would 
have made a stronger 
argument?

How do you think the 
elements/details of the text 
reflect the era/culture in 
which it was written?

In what ways did the 
author’s choice of words 
contribute to his/her 
purpose for writing?

U
se

 o
f L

an
gu

ag
e

Describe the way this author uses language. What 
kinds of words/phrases does he/she use? Why?
What effect do his/her language choices have on text 
meaning, sense of time and place, and tone?
Which words/phrases struck you as important, 
unusual, or interesting? Why?
How does the author’s use of language relate to the 
central theme or argument?

How do you think the 
language of the text reflects 
the era/culture in which it 
was written?

Gl: Skills Card
Reader:                      Room:  

*160067*
SC-CCR-GL

American Reading Company’s Independent Reading Level 
Assessment® (IRLA) integrates state standards for English 
Language Arts with a deep knowledge of the demands of 
literature and informational text for students PreK through 12.  

• Students, parents, and teachers can gauge the current 
level of text complexity each student is able to handle  
and work to increase it. 

• Making the levels explicit allows all stakeholders to share 
responsibility for students making adequate yearly progress.

• Teachers know where students are, where they need to 
be, and what skills lie in between. 

• Text complexity measures are based on the skills and 
strategies each text requires of the reader.

• The IRLA provides a unified standards-based framework 
for student assessment, text leveling, curriculum, and 
instruction.

More than 115,000 titles from 250 publishers have been 
reviewed by our team of reading specialists and librarians to 
create more than 5,000 hand-selected collections balanced for:

• Informational and literary text

• Male and female interest

• Ethnic group representation

• Science, Social Studies, and Literature

• Educational and entertainment value

• Age-appropriateness

A Standards-Based 

Leveling System
Leveled Classroom Libraries

AMERICAN READING COMPANY www.americanreading.comwww.americanreading.com

Partner Collections
ARC has partnered with respected educators and classroom 
library experts to provide targeted materials that bring all 
students the joy of reading. 
Our partner collections include:
• Best Books for Boys by Dr. Pedro Noguera
• Summer Take-Home Kits by Dr. Richard Allington and 

Dr. Anne McGill Franzen
• Hook Book Libraries by Kylene Beers and 

Bob Probst
• Literature Genre Studies and Reading 

Does Too Fix Chevys Collections by 
Dr. Jeffrey Wilhelm

• Alma Flor Ada and F. Isabel 
Campoy’s Collections for Authentic 
Spanish Literature

Design the Perfect Materials Solutions to Advance 
Your District Curriculum

American Reading Company’s curriculum and classroom library 
experts regularly partner with districts to:
• Review current curricula and propose a thematic organization;
• Co-design the perfect combination of Core Texts, Exemplar 

Packs, Read-Alouds, Independent Research Libraries, etc., to 
meet the curricular and instructional goals of a district;

• Co-create curriculum supports as necessary.

PreK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 &10 11& 12Kindergarten

RTM 1G 2G 1B 2B 1R 2R Wt Bk Or Pu 1Br Si Gl2Br1-3Y

®
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I can:
Listen to 500 books.
Follow a story from page to page, left to right.
Listen to a book with a group.
Talk about what I see in the pictures.
Talk about things that happen in the book.
Make up my own story from the pictures.
Pretend read and retell the story.
Point to where the words are on the page.
Choose to sit and “read” a book during free time.
Read at home every day.
Sing the alphabet song.

I can talk about the pictures and the story:

• Make connections to my own life 
“Oh, look! He looks just like my teacher!”

• Make predictions 
“I know! She’s going to help the 
puppy!”

• Ask Questions 
“What do spiders eat?”

Reader:              Room:  

Read To Me
Reading Readiness

x
*160114*
SC-CCR-RTM
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Reader:                      Room:  
Active Reading Habits
Listen to books read aloud. 
“Read” by myself.
Read at home every night. 
Tell someone what the book was about.

1-3Y: Skills Card

*177007*
SC-CCR-13Y

I can get my mouth ready for:

b c d
f g h
j k l

m n p
r s t
v w z

1Y Listen to and remember the pattern in Yellow books. Use 
the pattern and pictures to read the rest of the book.

2Y
Point to each word as I read. Use the spaces to separate 
words.
Try again if what I say doesn’t match the number of words.

3Y
Make the sound of the first letter of the new word on 
the page, check the picture, then say something that 
matches both.

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

1G: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits
1. Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When you come to a word you don’t know, make its 

first letter sound. 
3. Look at the pictures for clues. 
4. Say one word for each written word.
5. Stop if something doesn’t look right, sound right, or 

make sense, and try again.
6. Reread when I’m stuck.
7. Tell someone what the book was about: main topic 

and key details.
8. Hear words that do and do not rhyme (cat/fat; cat/

dog).
9. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
10. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

b c c* d
f g g* h
j k l m
n p q r
s t v w
x y z

* soft sound

Reader:                      Room:  
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2G: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits
1. Read 2G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When you come to a word you don’t know, use its first two 

letter sounds as a clue.
3. Use the pictures for clues.
4. Stop and try again if something doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense.
5. Reread when stuck.
6. Tell  someone what the book was about: main topic and 

key details.
7. Retell a story someone reads to you.
8. Say words that rhyme, some with blends (fat/flat). 
9. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
10. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Use the first two letters to start a word.

br cr dr fr gr pr
tr wr bl cl fl gl
pl sl sc sk sm sn
sp st sw tw
ch sh th wh

Contractions can’t didn’t couldn’t it’s I’ll we’re
don’t wasn’t shouldn’t he’s we’ll you’re
won’t aren’t wouldn’t she’s you’ll they’re

Number 
Words

one two three four five six
seven eight nine ten zero

Reader:                      Room:  

*160056*
SC-CCR-2G
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Active Reading Habits
1. Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks you know.
2.	 Think		of	a	word	that	looks	the	same	and	rhymes	(If	a∙m	

is”am”,	then	h∙a∙m	is	“ham.”)
3.	 Use	final	“e”	rule	to	figure	out	new	words	(us/use).
4.	 Use	long	vowel	teams	to	figure	out	new	words	(eat,	air,	pie,	

toe,	glue).
5.	 Use	“r”	chunks	to	figure	out	new	words	(ar,	er,	ir,	or,	ur).	
6. Use blends at the end of words (desk/wish).
7.	 Stop	and	try	again	when	something	doesn’t	look	right,	

sound	right,	or	make	sense.
8.	 When	I	get	stuck,	I	say	“blank,”	read	on,	and	come	back	to	

fill in the tricky word.
9. Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
10. Tell what the book was about: main topic and key details.
11.	 Read	by	myself	for	15	minutes	without	getting	tired	using	a	

whisper voice.
12.	 Read	at	home	for	at	least	30	minutes	every	night.

Use words I know to figure 
out new words. Use final “e” rule.
my by fly hop hope
this miss kiss plan plane
like bike Mike cut cute
will fill still pet Pete
out shout about Tim time

Use “r” chunks.
-ar -er -ir -or -ur
car her girl for purple

1B: Skills Card
Reader:                      Room:  

*160057*
SC-CCR-1B
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2B: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits

1. Figure out two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
2. Read compound words (something, everybody).
3. Read words with these endings (-ed, -er, -ing, -es, -y, -le, 

-est).
4. Use double consonant rule (hoping/hopping).
5. Stop and try again when something doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense.
6. Use what I know to figure out what I don’t know.
7. Read with just my lips moving or in a whisper voice.
8. Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
10.   Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Comprehension: Support all answers with evidence from the text.
1. Is this fiction or informational? How do you know?
2. Answer why, how, and what if questions.
3. What connections can you make to your own life?
4. Do you think this is a good book? Why or why not?

Reader:                     Room: ________

Literature Informational Text
5.  Retell the story in correct 

sequence.
6.  Tell 3 things about 

the main character. 
Compare him/her to other 
characters.

7. What is the problem and 
how is it solved? 

8.  What is the setting, time 
and place?

9. What is the most important 
part of the story? Why?

10. Do you think this is a good 
story? Why or why not?

11.  Tell the main idea and 
details that support it.

12.  Give one fact you learned 
from the pictures and one 
fact you learned from the 
words.

13.  What is the one thing 
the author wants you to 
remember from this book? 
How do you know?

14.   What text features does 
your book have for finding 
information quickly?  Show 
how you can use them. Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

1R: Skills Card
Active Reading Habits
1. Figure out three-syllable words built from basic chunks (won-der-

ful).
2. Use three-letter blends (splash/catch).
3.  Figure out two-syllable words with long vowels (Ruby, even).
4.   Read words with these endings (-y, -ly, -ier, -iest)
5.  Use all vowel combinations to read new words (ew, oy, oi, ou).
6.  Stop and try again when something doesn’t look right, sound right, 

or make sense.
7.  Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
8.  Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
9.  Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
10.  Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
1.  Is this fiction or informational? How do you know?
2.  Answer how, why, and what if questions.
3.  What connections can you make to your own life?
4.  What information do the pictures add to this book?
5.  What did the author do well in writing this book? 

Reader:                      Room:  

Literature
6. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end... 

7. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 
the story?

8. Describe the setting, where 
and when the story takes 
place.

9. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

10. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know?

 Informational Text
11. Tell the main idea and details 

that support it:
• Whole text
• One paragraph

12. What did you learn from your 
reading?

13. What questions do you have?
14. What text features does 

your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show how 
you can use them.

15. Why do you think the author 
wrote this book? What was 
the most important thing s/he 
wanted us to  learn?

*160059*
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Active Reading Habits
1. Figure out 3- and 4-syllable words familiar from everyday speech, 

including names.
2. Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until you 

recognize the word.
3. Use prefixes and suffixes to figure out words (un-, re-, mis-, -ful, 

-able, -tion, -ly, -ier, -iest).
4. Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense.
5. Finish at least one 2R chapter book every week.
6. Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
7. Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
8. Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired. 
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
10. Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, plays, fables, and folktales.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
1. Is this fiction or informational? How do you know?
2. Answer why, how, and what if questions.
3. What connections can you make to your own life?
4. What did the author do well in writing this book? 

Literature
5. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end... 

6. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 
the story?

7. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

8. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

9. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know?

Informational Text
10. Tell the main idea and 

details that support it.
11. What text features does 

your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

12. What did you learn from 
your reading?

13. What was fact and what 
was opinion? How do you 
know?

14. What questions do you 
have?

2R: Skills Card
Reader:                          Room:  
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Reader:                      Room:  

Wt: Skills Card

Comprehension
 Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Literature Informational Text
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories .

2. Describe the characters and how their 
traits influence the unfolding of events 
in the story.

3. Retell the key events of the plot in 
chronological sequence.

4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 
in 1st or 3rd person?

5. Describe the central problem and 
explain how it is resolved. 

6. What is the central message, lesson, or 
moral? How did the author convey it?

7. How is your point of view on the 
theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

8. Find an example of figurative language 
and explain what it means.

9. What is the main idea and how 
do you know?

10. What key facts or ideas support 
the main idea?

11. Does the author state any 
opinions? What is the author’s 
point of view? How do you 
know? How is yours different?

12. What questions would you ask 
the author?

13. Show how you can use text 
features to locate information in 
the text.

14. Explain how the author organizes 
the information (time sequence, 
steps in a procedure, pro/con 
compare/contrast, cause/effect).

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
1. Finish a chapter book every week.

2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.

3. Read something you like from each of these genres:
• Traditional tales (fables, folktales, myths)
• Poetry and drama
• Contemporary fiction and other stories
• Informational text (science, history/social studies)

*160061*
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Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out 
what it probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book 
without changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a 
sentence. Learn it.

Copyright © 2010 by American Reading Company®

Bk: Skills Card
Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.
Literature Informational Text
1. Using specific details from the text, 

describe in depth:

• a major character.
• a minor character.
• the narrator (1st or 3rd person).
•  the setting (time, place,  

historical era).
• a key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot in 
chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text?  How 
do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme?  How does this 
compare?

5. Identify an example of figurative 
language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 
Describe its meaning and effect.

6. What form (genre) of literature is this? 
How do you know?  Describe its basic 
structural elements.

7. Tell the author’s main idea in one 
sentence.

8. List the key facts and ideas that 
support the author’s main idea.

9. Summarize the information 
presented. Tell exactly what 
happened and why. Use specific 
information from the text.

10. What do you think is your author’s 
opinion or perspective on this 
material? How is it different from 
yours?

11. How did the author organize the 
information (e.g., chronological 
order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, 
exposition)?

12. Was this a firsthand or secondhand 
account?  How do you know?

13. Explain one of the graphic features 
in the text (charts, graphs, diagrams, 
time lines, maps, tables) and describe 
how the information adds to the rest 
of the text.

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. 
Learn it.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.

3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

4. Read biography, contemporary fiction, traditional tales, poetry, drama, science, and history.

5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Reader:                      Room:  
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Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Literature Informational Text
1. From what genre is this text?  What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following 
literary elements in the text: 
• Plot (conflict and resolution)
• Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
• Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
• Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those of 
another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
• Which 3 scenes (chapters, stanzas) 

were most important and how do they 
connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

6. Identify an example of figurative language 
(e.g., metaphor, simile, personification, 
idiom, adage) and describe its effect.

7. From what field of study is this text? What 
did you already know about the subject? 

8. What are two or more main ideas in the 
text? State each of them in one sentence. 

9. What reasons and evidence does the 
author give to support each of these main 
ideas? 

10. How does the author organize the 
information (e.g., compare/contrast, pro/
con, cause/effect, chronological sequence)? 

11. Compare the organizational structure 
above with another text. 

12. What is the author’s opinion or point of 
view on the material? How does it differ 
from yours?

13. Select two individuals, events, ideas or 
concepts and explain how they are related. 

14. Interpret one of the graphic features in the 
text (charts, maps, illustrations, diagrams, 
timelines, tables) and explain how the 
information adds to the rest of the text. 

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Discover a new genre and become an expert in it (science fiction, historical fiction, 
adventure/survival/biography)

3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.

Reader:                      Room:  
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Comprehension: 
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Literature Informational Text
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in 
this genre, or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds 
in a series of episodes towards 
a resolution.  Include how the 
characters change along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text 
to support your thinking.  How does 
this reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene 
or stanza and describe how it fits into 
the overall structure of the text.  How 
does it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a different 
genre.

8. From what field of study is this 
text?  What did you already know 
about this subject?

9. Provide an objective summary of 
the text in one sentence.

10. Determine a central idea of 
the text and explain how it is 
supported by key details.

11. Analyze in detail how a key idea, 
event, or person is introduced, 
described, and developed in the 
text.

12. Select a key word, sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or section and 
describe how it fits into the overall 
structure of the text and helps 
develop the central idea.

13. Trace the author’s argument. 
Which claims are supported 
with valid reasons and evidence?  
Which are not?

14. Determine the author’s point of 
view or purpose for writing and 
how it is conveyed.

15. Compare and contrast two 
authors’ presentations of the same 
topic.

Pu: Skills Card

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.

2. Read at least 1 full length chapter book in each of these genres: historical fiction, 
biography, science fiction, fantasy, contemporary fiction.

3. Choose a topic in science or history to explore.  Become an expert on it.

4. Find a poet you particularly like.  Become an expert on his/her work.

5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone 
reminding you.

Reader:                      Room:  
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Literature Informational Text
1. Identify the genre of this text. 

Compare this book to other books in 
the same genre. Is the author’s use of 
the key elements of the genre typical or 
atypical? Why?

2. Determine the theme. Discuss how the 
theme is developed by the author from 
the beginning to the end of the text. 

3. Analyze the effect of the setting on one 
of the characters and/or the events as 
they unfold.

4. Find an example of figurative language. 
Describe its effect on meaning and 
mood.

5. Discuss the author’s choice of key 
characters. What roles did each play? 
What points of view or perspectives 
did each hold? Why was each chosen?  
Which is closest to yours? Why?

6. Does the author refer to any real 
people, geographical locations, or 
historical events in this text? How and 
why are they used? In what ways does 
s/he alter them for the purpose of the 
text? Are these choices effective?

7. Determine two central ideas and 
explain how the author develops 
them over the course of the text.

8. Do individuals shape ideas 
and events, or do ideas and 
events shape individuals? Use 
the information in this text to 
support your position.

9. Analyze the structure the 
author chose for organizing 
the ideas presented: compare/
contrast, cause/effect, pro/con, 
chronological, sequential, logic, 
problem/solution, other.

10. Describe an author’s basic 
argument, point of view, or 
purpose for writing. How are 
other positions presented? What 
is your position on this topic?

11. Evaluate the author’s case. Are 
the facts and reasoning valid, 
sufficient, and relevant? Has it 
influenced your thinking on the 
subject? How? 

1Br: Skills Card

Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book every other week.

2. Read at least 1 full-length chapter book in each of these genres: historical 
fiction, biography, science fiction, fantasy, contemporary fiction. 

3. Choose a topic in science or history to explore. Become an expert on it.

4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.

5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone 
reminding you.

Reader:                      Room:  
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Comprehension
Provide specific information from the text for each of your answers.
Literature Informational Text
1. Who is the author of this text and 

what do you know about him/her? 
What can you infer?

2. Determine the theme. Discuss how 
the theme is developed by the author 
through his/her choice of characters, 
setting, and plot. 

3. Speculate on the author’s position on 
this theme and purpose for writing 
and how it might be related to what 
you know about the background of 
the author. 

4. What is the most important moment/
incident in the development of the 
main character? Why is this moment 
so important?

5. Find an example of figurative 
language. Describe its effect on 
meaning and mood.

6. Discuss the author’s choice of key 
characters. Why was each chosen?  
What roles did each play? What points 
of view or perspectives did each hold? 
Which was probably closest to the 
author’s? Which is closest to yours? 
Why?

7. What recurring theme, story event, 
or character from texts of the past 
(myths, traditional stories, or religious 
works) did you find in this work?

8. Who is the author of this text and what 
do you know about him/her? What can 
you infer?

9. Determine the central idea of the 
text and explain how the author uses 
supporting ideas and evidence to lay out 
his/her argument or exposition.

10. Based on this central idea, speculate on 
the author’s point of view or purpose for 
writing and how it might be related to 
what you know about the background of 
the author.

11. Do individuals shape ideas and 
events, or do ideas and events shape 
individuals? Use the information in this 
text to support your position.

12. Identify the paragraph and the sentence 
that, in your opinion, are the most 
important ones in the text. Explain what 
makes them crucial to the development 
of the argument or concept.

13. How does the author handle conflicting 
positions or evidence? Does this 
treatment of other viewpoints help 
or hurt the persuasiveness of his/her 
argument? 

14. Evaluate the author’s case. Are the 
facts and reasoning valid, sufficient, 
and relevant? Has it influenced your 
thinking on the subject? How?

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book every other week.
2. Read at least 1 full-length chapter book in each of these genres:  historical fiction, 

science fiction, fantasy, contemporary fiction, biography, autobiography, memoir.
3. Choose a topic in science or history to explore.  Become an expert on it.

2Br: Skills Card
Reader:                      Room:  
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Reader:                   Room:  
Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.
Literary Analysis

Key Questions for Literature Key Questions for Informational Text

C
en

tr
al

 
Id

ea
s What is the theme? How does it 

develop from the beginning to the end 
of this text?

What is the main idea or central 
argument? How does it develop from the 
beginning to the end of this text?

K
ey

 D
et

ai
ls

What elements of the text best support 
your argument that this is the theme 
of the text?
Describe the following literary 
elements in the text, using evidence 
from the text. Explain how each 
contributes to your argument for the 
central theme: 
• Plot (main events, conflict, rising 

action, climax, falling action, 
resolution)

• Characters (motivations of major 
and minor characters, complex 
characters)

• Setting (time, day, year, historical 
period, place, situation)

What is the central conflict and how 
does it relate to the theme? How is it 
resolved? Why?
Which character in this book is most 
conflicted? Why? How does this 
internal conflict advance the plot or 
develop the theme?

What elements of the text best support 
your argument that this is the main idea of 
the text?
What reasoning does the author use to 
support the central argument? Is it valid? 
Is any of it fallacious?
What evidence does he/she give to support 
it? Is it relevant and sufficient?
Which of the author’s claims have good 
supporting evidence? Which don’t? Why?
Is there evidence used that doesn’t actually 
support the claim?
Has s/he convinced you? Why or why 
not? What evidence would have made a 
stronger argument?

U
se

 o
f L

an
gu

ag
e

Describe the way this author uses 
language. What kinds of words/
phrases does he/she use? Why?
What is the effect of his/her language 
choices on text meaning, sense of time 
and place, and tone?
Which words/phrases struck you as 
important, unusual, or interesting? 
Why?
How does the author’s use of language 
relate to the central theme?

Describe the way this author uses 
language. What kinds of words/phrases 
does he/she use? Why?
What if the effect of his/her language 
choices on text meaning, sense of time and 
place, and tone?
Which words/phrases struck you as 
important, unusual, or interesting? Why?
How does the author’s use of language 
relate to the central argument?

 Si:  Skills Card
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Literary Analysis
Key Questions for 
Literature 

Key Questions for 
Informational Text

Social/Political/ 
Historical Context

C
en

tr
al

 Id
ea

s

What is the theme? How 
does it develop from the 
beginning to the end of 
this text?

What is the main idea or 
central argument? How 
does it develop from the 
beginning to the end of 
this text?

Who is the author of this 
text and what do you know 
about him/her? What can 
you infer from the text?

When was this text written?

How might the themes or 
central ideas of the text 
reflect the issues of the era/
culture in which it was 
written?

K
ey

 D
et

ai
ls

What elements of the 
text best support your 
argument that this is the 
theme of the text?

Describe the following 
literary elements in the 
text. Explain how each 
contributes to your 
argument for the central 
theme: 
• Plot (main events, 

conflict, rising action, 
climax, falling action, 
resolution)

• Characters 
(motivations of major 
and minor characters, 
complex characters)

• Setting (time, day, 
year, historical period, 
place, situation)

What elements of the 
text best support your 
argument that this is the 
main idea of the text?

What reasoning and 
evidence does the author 
use to support the central 
argument? Is it valid? 
Relevant? Sufficient? Is 
any of it fallacious?

Has s/he convinced 
you? Why or why not? 
What evidence would 
have made a stronger 
argument?

How do you think the 
elements/details of the text 
reflect the era/culture in 
which it was written?

In what ways did the 
author’s choice of words 
contribute to his/her 
purpose for writing?

U
se

 o
f L

an
gu

ag
e

Describe the way this author uses language. What 
kinds of words/phrases does he/she use? Why?
What effect do his/her language choices have on text 
meaning, sense of time and place, and tone?
Which words/phrases struck you as important, 
unusual, or interesting? Why?
How does the author’s use of language relate to the 
central theme or argument?

How do you think the 
language of the text reflects 
the era/culture in which it 
was written?

Gl: Skills Card
Reader:                      Room:  
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Thematic Text Sets
With its extensive book 
database, ARC is able to 
offer thematic leveled text 
sets for over 50 different 
science and social studies 
themes, culling the best titles 
for each from the hundreds 
of publishers with which we 
partner.

Each theme is available in 
a range of reading levels, 
ensuring success for 
students with varying levels 
of achievement in a given 
classroom.

American Reading Company leveled libraries trifold
Front

Back



DATA AS OF APRIL 14, 2016

WHAT’S RIGHT in READING?
Since October, the number of students 

reading on or above grade level 
has grown by 20.5% district-wide.

32% more of Reading 4th graders 
read on or above grade level!

In total, 
3,915 students (or 76%) 
in Reading School District 
are projected to make a 
year’s growth or more!

3,199,328
steps read

799,832
hours of reading

practice!

=

total days of Professional 
Development delivered347
students are on-target for 
reading practice, reading 
1 hour or more every day4,039

Average reading growth across the district 
in 6 months is 1.23 years!

students experiencing
1.6–1.99 years of growth698

students experiencing
1–1.59 years of growth1,169

2,048 students experiencing
2 years of growth

American Reading Company results infographic for Reading School District
Spring 2016



Podcast cover art for 
Can We Talk About Podcast, 
with visual reference from 
Jem and the Holograms 

Digital, Spring 2017



Character designs and sample pages for future ARC Press Comic
Ink and digital, February 2017



Hubble Telescope, for cover jacket of Astronomy Saves the World: Securing Our 
Future Through Exploration and Education by Dr. Daniel Batcheldor

Digital painting, Spring 2016



Vignette for Amygdala Hijack (working title), by Sara Murphy
to be published by ARC Press

Pencil and digital, February 201



Select pages from Getting On With James Urbaniak, adapted from episode one of 
Getting On With James Urbaniak: A Wolf in the Kitchen, written by Anne Washburn

Ink and digital, Spring 2017



Select pages from Second Night
Pencil and digital halftone Winter 2015


